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animated with the spirit which was possessing him,
that, having made a breach in hearts which till then
had been most rebellious, he gave them a Christian
heart. The number of these proved to be so great
that, unable to cope with it by baptizing them one
after the other, he was constrained to dip his hand-
kerchief in the water (which was all that necessity
then offered him), in order to shed abroad as quickly
as possible this grace on those poor Savages, who
cried mercy to him,—using the manner of baptizing
which is called ‘‘ by aspersion.”’

Meanwhile, the enemy continued his attacks more
furiously than ever; and, without doubt, it was a
great blessing [10] for the salvation of some that, at
the moment of their death, Baptism had given them
the life of the soul, and put them in possession of
an immortal life.

When the Father saw that the Iroquois were
becoming masters of the place, he,—instead of taking
flight with those who were inviting him to escape
in their company,—forgetting himself, remembered
some old men and sick people, whom he had long ago
prepared for Baptism. He goes through the cabins,
and proceeds to fill them with his zeal,— the Infidels
themselves presenting their children in crowds, in
order to make Christians of them.

Meanwhile the enemy, already victorious, had set
everything on fire, and the blood of even the women
and children irritated their fury. The Father, wish-
ing to die in his Church, finds it full of Christians,
and of Catechumens who ask him for Baptism. It
was indeed at that time that their faith animated
their prayers, and that their hearts could not belie
their tongues. He baptizes some, gives absolution



